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SUBJ: REACTION TO LOPEZ PROPOSAL FOR CONDOMINIUM IN GULF OF 
VENEZUELA 

REE BOGOTA 6851 

1. CONSIDERABLE PRESS AND PUBLIC REACTION TO PRES LOPEZ' 

JULY 20 SPEECH TO CONGRESS HAS FOCUSED ON HIS PROPOSAL THAT THE 
GULE OF VENEZUELA BE DECLARED A "HISTORIC BAY " AND THAT A 
COLOMBIAN- VENEZUELAN CONDOMINIUM BE ESTABLISHED IN THE GULF. 

COMMENTS FROM COLOMBIAN POLITICIANS OF ALL PERSUASIONS HAVE 
BREN UNIEORMLY FAVORABLE AND MOST AGREE THAT THE CODOMINIUM 
PROPOSAL COULD EASE THE WAY EOR A LATER AGREEMENT ON DELIMITA- 
TION OF TERRITORIAL WATERS, LONG A THORN IN COLOMBIAN- VENEZUELAN 
RELATIONS. 
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2. HECTOR CHARRY SAMPER EX-AMB TO VENEZUELA AND LIBERAL 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


CONGRESSMAN WHO IS CONSIDERED AN EXPERT ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, 
SUPPORTED LOPEZ AND PROVIDED HIS INTERPRETATION OF THE PROPOSAL 
IN JULY 22 PRESS. ACCORDING TO CHARRY, THE KEY POINT IS THE 
DECLARATION OF A "HISTORIC BAY", WHICH WOULD, SHOULD VENEZUELA 
AGREE, GIVE COLOMBIA AND VENEZUELA CONTROL OVER THE GULF IN 
THE SAME WAY THAT STATES EXERCISE CONTROL OVER 
INTERIOR SEAS. CITING A PRECEDENT, CHARRY SAID, "PERHAPS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT ANTECEDENT WAS THE JAPANESE PROPOSAL IN THE 
(GENEVA CONVENTION ON TERRITORIAL SEAS OF 1958) WHICH EX- 
PRESSLY ALLUDED TO HISTORIC BAYS' SUCH AS THOSE OVER WHICH 
COASTAL STATES HAVE EXERCISED SOVEREIGN RIGHTS FOR PROLONGED 
PERIODS WITHOUT OBJECTION FROM THIRD OUNTRIES; JUST AS IN THE 
CASE OE COLOMBIA AND VENEZUELA IN THE GULE OE ENEZUELA." 

CHARRY OPINED THAT LOPEZ' PROPOSAL DID NOT CALL EOR "JOINT EX- 
PLOITATION " BUT CONCERNED THE CONCEPT OF AN "INTERIOR SEA." 

3. ON JULY 22 EMBOEF CALLED UNDERSECY FONSECA, THE FONOEF 
OFEICIAL DIRECTLY CHARGED WITH LOS MATTERS. FONSECA SAID CHARRY'S 
INTERPRETATION OE THE PRES S STATEMENT WAS ESSENTIALLY ACCURATE: 
THAT IF VENEZUELA AGREED TO THE CONDOMINIUM PROPOSAL THE TWO 
STATES WOULD SHARE SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE BAY,AS IN AN INTERIOR 
SEA. THUS, HE CONFIRMED, WHAT HAD BEEN OPEN SEA WOULD BECOME 
THE TERRITORIAL WATERS OF THE TWO STATES. EONSECA DOUBTED, 
PERSONALLY, WHETHER THE GULF OF VENEZUELA POSSESSED THE NECESSARY 
CONFIGURATION TO BE DECLARED A "HISTORIC BAY" BECAUSE OF THE 
WIDTH OF ITS MOUTH, ABOUT 50 MILES. NEVERTHELESS, HE CONTINUED 
IF BOTH STATES AGREED ON CONDOMINIUMS THE GULF WOULD BECOME AN 
"HISTORIC BAY " IN THE LEGISLATION OF THE TWO COUNTRIES. VARY 
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